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TO:

THRU:

FROM:

RE:

Internal File

Zerc Zero North Wedse

SUMMARY:

On April6,2010 the Division received an application from Consolidation Coal Co. to
add an additional mining area to the Emery Deep Mine permit. The area includes a 14 acre
addition to the Zerc Zero North LBA UTU-86038. This memo will include a review of the
Biology, Land Use and Cultural Resource sections of the application.

Steve Christensen, Lea a $[{C,

Joe Helfrich, Land use, Biology, Cultural Reso
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TECHNICAL ANALYSIS:

EI\VIRONMENTAL RE SOURCE INFORMATION

HISTORIC AND ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCE INFORMATION

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR 783.12: R645-301-411.

Analysis:

The application includes a "Cultural Resource Inventory of Consolidated Energy's Emery
Mine Miller Canyon Small Parcel (T22 South, R6 East Section 23) Emery County Utah".
Figurelis a 7.5 minute quad map showingthe size and location of the Wedge area. A literature
search and intensive, L}}%pedestrian ground survey, (10 meter grid spacing), were conducted
on the 14 acre parcel.

Findings:

No cultural resources were identified in the surveys conducted. The applicant has
proposed a determination of "No historic properties affected." The information in the
application is adequate to meet the requirements of this section of the regulations pending receipt
of concurrence from the SHPO.

VEGETATION RESOURCE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR 783.19; R64S-301-320.

Analysis:

Chapter VIII Appendix VIII-7 has been revised to include a description of the plant
conrmunities in the Zero Zero North wedge, they being greasewood, riparian and pasture land. A
description of the grasses and forbs associated with teach community is included in the appendix.
For threatened, endangered and sensitive plant and animal species the reviewer is referred to the
TE and S survey for the Miller tract area,November 2008, Mt Nebo Scientific.

Findings:

According to the information referenced and included in the application there is a very
low probability that threatened endangered or sensitive plant or animal species would be found in
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the wedge ateadue to the proximity and similafity of plant communities noted in the 2008 Mt
Nebo survey. The information in the application is adequate to meet the requirements of this
section of the regulations.

FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR T84.21; R645-301-322.

Analysis:

Plate l0-1 has been revised to include the Zero ZeroNorth wedge areathat is located in
substantial value winter elk use areas and adjacent to Burrowing Owl habitat. For threatened,
endangered and sensitive plant and animal species the reviewer is referred to the TE and S
survey for the Miller tract area, November 2008, Mt Nebo Scientific.

Findings:

According to the information referenced and included in the application there is a very
low probability that threatened endangered or sensitive plant or animal species would be found in
the wedge area due to the proximity and similarity of plant communities noted in the 2008 Mt
Nebo survey. The information in the application is adequate to meet the requirements of this
section of the regulations.

LAND.USE RESOURCE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR 783.22, R64S-301-41 1 .

Analysis:

A revised plate 10-1 depicts the land use for the wedge area as wildlife, grazing and
inigated pasture.

Findings:

The information in the application is adequate to meet the requirements of this section of
the regulations.
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OPERATION PLAN

PROTECTION OF PUBLIC PARKS AND HISTORIC PLACES

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR784. 1 7: R645-30141 1.

Analysis:

There were no parks or historic places identified in the cultural resource(pedestrian)
survey.

Findings:

The information in the application is adequate to meet the requirements of this section of
the regulations.

FISH AND WILDLIFE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.21 ,817.97; R64S-301-322, -301-333, -301-342, -301-358.

Analysis:

Protection and Enhancement Plan
The protection and enhancement plan in the current MRP is adequate.

Endangered and Threatened Species
This section has been addressed in the Environmental Resource section

Bald and Golden Eagles
There are no known Bald or Golden eagle nests within %mile of the wedge area, as

noted there is no surface disturbance associated with the mining in this area.

Wetlands and Habitats of Unusually High Value for Fish and Wildlife

The information in the application describes a npananplant community associated with
the wedge area. Historic and current data from mining activities has shown that habitats of high
value such as riparian have not been affected by the proposed mining practice.

Findings:
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The information in the application is adequate to meet the requirements of this section of
the regulations.

VEGETATION

Regulatory Reference: R645-301 -330, -301-331, -301-332.

Analysis:

This section has been adequately addressed in the Environmental Resource section

Findings:

The information in the application is adequate to meet the requirements of this section of
the regulations.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The application is recommended for approval pending receipt of concurrence from the
SHPO.
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